V Bythe King. 


A Proclamation for reforming and preventing 


the frauds frequently practiſed, aſwell in the ouer-weighr 
of Butter-Casks, as in the falſe packing of Butter. 


ome a> Dil dcreas Our louing Subiects the Freemen of Our Citie of Lon- 


5 @)þ\ 4on trading in Butter and Cheeſe, haue by their Petition lately pze- 
© YA | ſentedvnto Us, Humbly chewed that time out of minde euery Fir⸗ 
%u of Butterhath vled and ought to bee of the weight of fifty ſire 
% [| pounds neat utter beſides the Caſke, and the Caſke eight pounds 
land no moze But by the greedy and touetous pzactiſesof ſome de- 


* 
- 


% > 2, | ceiptfull perſons,who are the makers and packers of Butter, moſt 

— part ofthe Firkins that are filled and packed, do weigh ſome twelue, 
and ſome foureteene pounds the emptie Caſke, And both Caſke and Butter foz the moſt 
part, weigh not aboue ſixty oz ſixty and: wo pounds, and many times but fifty eight pounds, 
And that by meanes thereof Our louing Subietts are dayly decetued of foure, ſixe, and eight 
pounds of Butter, andſometimes moꝛe in each Firkin, and lo accozdingly in greater and lel⸗ 
ſer Uefſells: And likewiſe that the makers and packers of Butter doe vſually packe vp 
toꝛrupt Butter with their beſt Creame-butter, to the no leſſe abuſe and deteipt of Our louing 
Sublects ; Fo2 pꝛeuention whereof Our ſaid Subietts the Free · men ol London moſt hum- 
bly pzayed, That wee would be gratio y pleaſedby Our Letters Patents to appoint one 


L; 


bo: perſon of truſt, Authozi5ing him and his Deputies to Bꝛand and ſet a Parke on the outſide 


of each Firkin, Kflderkin, Barrell and other Caſke, aud Ueſſell whatſoeuer wherein But- 
ter is to be packt and put bp, within Our Kingdome of England, and Dominion of Wales, to 
expꝛeſle the weight of the ſame with allowance to each Calke foz ſeaſoning. 
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And withall to pzohibite all makers and packers of Butter not to fill oꝛ pack vp Butter 
into any Firkin, Kilderkin, Barrell,oz other Ueſſell whatſoener, vntill ſuch Officer oꝛ his 
Deputies haue ſo Bzanded 02 marked the ſame empty Caske oz Ueſſell, vpon paine of fozfet- 
ture aſwell of the Butter as the Ueſſell, 

And that the ſaid Officer, and his Deputies, might haue power to ſearch foz, ſet5e and take 
away all ſuch Firkins, and other Ueſſells of Butter, as he 02 they ſhould find filled and 
packed vnmacked and falſely packed as &9eſayd, which Petition we referring to the Con- 
ſideration ofthe Lozds, x others of Our pꝛiuie Councell, vpon due Conſideration had there- 
vpon, it was thought very requilite that the ſayd deceits andabuſes ſhould be ſpeedily re⸗ 
fozmed : And the belt meanes fo2 the doing thereof wasalloconceined to be by appointing ſuch 
an Offiter to Bꝛand and marke all the ſaid emptie Caske # other Ueſlell befoze they be filled, 
thereby to expꝛeſſe the weight, and contents on the outſide thereof, as was humbly deſiredby 
the ſald freemen of London: Mee ther foz the auotding and pꝛeuenting hereafter of all 
theabuſes, and deteits befoze ſpecified foz the good, and benefit of all Our Louing Subtects, 
did by Our Letters Patents, dated the ſecond day of Yuly laſt paſt, fo: vs, Pur heires, and 
Succeſſozs, appoint,erect, create, and make an Office,alwell fo: the gaging of Butter, as fo: 
the Bꝛanding and marking of all empty Butter-Caske, and Ueſſell, 

And we repoling truſt, and confidence in the fidelitie, induſtry, diligence and experience of 
Captaine lohn Read, did at the nomination of the ſaid freemen of London, Trading in 
Butter, and Cheele,thereby gine and graunt to him. his Deputies,and Alſignes,during hisna- 
turall life,the ſaid Office of gaging, Bzanding and marking of all empty Butter-Caske, and 
Vellell within Dur ſaid Realme of England, and Dominion of Wales. And allo accozding 
as was thought fit by Our laid Subiects the freemen of Our ſaid City, Mee did by Our ſaid 
letters Patents, as allo We doe by theſe pꝛeſents oꝛdaine and appoint that the ſald Captaine 
lohn Read, his Deputies and Allignes, (hall haue, take and receine of all and enery perſon 
and perſons whatfoeuer, who ſhall bzing the ſaid Caske oz other Ueſſell to be marked 02 
Banded, vpon the Bzanding oz markingofeuery Firkin the ſumme of two pence, andſo pꝛo⸗ 
poꝛtionabl attoꝛding to the ſame rate foꝛ euery leſſer oꝛ greater Caske oz Ueſſell. 

And we do hereby ſtraightly charge,pzohtbite,and foꝛbid all and euery makers and packers 
of Butter, within this Pur Realme of England, and vominion of wales, that they noꝛ any of 
them doe at any time oz times hereafter, from and after the firſt day of March next enſuing 
the date hereof,p:eſume to fill oz packe vp any Butter into any Firkin, Kilderkin, Pot oꝛ other 
Ueſſell whatſoener; to be put to ſale, befo;Frach time oꝛ vntill the ſaid Captaine lohn Read, oz 
his Allignes, oꝛ his oꝛ their Deputy oꝛ Deputies haue firſt gaged and marked er ery ſuch Caske 
and veſſell and ſet his Bꝛand oꝛ marke thereupon expzeſſing the weight thereofonthe outlide, 
whereby the buyer and buyers of any ſuch Butter may haue fifty lixe pounds of neate Butter 
inenery Firkin, and ſo after the ſame rate in euery other Ueſſell, Pot, and Caske to be filled 
with Butter,pzopoztionably,And likewile we doe hereby pꝛohibite, that no perſon, oz perſons 

whatſoeuer. from and after the day afozeſayd, doe buy any Butter, put bp in any Ueſſell oz 
* Caske,vnleſſe the ſame be firſt Bzanded and marked as afozeſaid, 


- 


Y 


And allo that the ſaid makers and packersof Butter doe not pzeſume to make vp, oꝛ packe 
into any ſuch Ueſſell, oꝛ Caſke, any bad oꝛ toꝛrupt Butter, with good Creame-butter, vpon 
paine of being puniſhed in Our Court of starre Chamber, as tontemners of Our Nopall Com 
mands, and as faiſifiers, and deteiuers of Our people. 

And Wee doe hereby giue full power and authozity vnto the ſaid Captaine lohn Reade, and 
his Aſſignes, and to his and their Degyty, and Deputies, and euery ok them withthe aſſiſt- 
ante of a Conltable, oz other Dfficer, to enter into any plate, oz places whatſoeuer, at conue- 
nient times, to ſearch foꝛ all ſuch Ueſſell, and Caſke,as ſhall be filled with Butter vumarked, 
- 02 bnbzanded, oꝛ fallely, oz cozruptly filled as afozelaid, and finding any ſuch Caſke, oz Ueſſell, 
to ſeize and deſtroy the lame, and to caule the Offenders to be duely puniſhed, 

And that Our purpole herein may bee firmely executed foz the good and benefit of Our 
Subtects, wee doe hereby.y2obtbite aui loꝛbid all and euery perſon, and perſous whatloe⸗ 
uer, that none of them, other then the ſaid Captaine lohn Reade, and his Allignes, and his and 
their Deputie, and Deputies doe take vpon them, oz pzeſume, oz attempt to marke, gage, 

oꝛ bzand any empty Butter-caſke, oz Ueſſell whatſoeuer, oz intermeddle, oꝛ doe any thing 

to the ſatd Dffice belonging, oꝛ appertaining, contrary to the true meaning of thele pꝛeſents, 

vpon paine of Our high indignation, and diſpleaſure, and of ſuch other paines, penalttes, 
and puniſhments, as by the Lawes of this Our Realme of England, 02 by Our Pꝛerogatiue 
Royall, can, 02 may bee inflicted vpon the offenders herein, foz bzeach, andcontempt of this 
Our No pall pleaſure and Commandement. | | 

And laſtly, Wee doe hereby foz Us, Our Heires, and Sutceſſours, ſtraitip Charge and 
Command, all and ſingulav Maiozs, Juſtites of Peace, Sheriffs, Bayliffs, Conſtables, 
Headbozonghs, and all other Officers, and Miniſters whatloeuer, of Us, Our Heires, and 
Succeſſours, to bee ayding, affiſting, and helping, vnto the laid Captaine lohn Reade, and his 
Aſſignes, and his, and their Deputy, and Deputtes, and euery of them, in the due execution 
of the ſaid Office, and of Pur Will aud pleaſure herein expꝛeſled inall things, accozding to 
the true meaning of theſe pzeſents, and in no wile to hinder him, oꝛ them, in the erecution 
andperfozmance of this ſeruice, As they tender Our pleaſure, and will auoyd the contrary 


at their perills. 
Giuen at Our Court at Theobalds, the thirteenth day of Nouember, in the 
tenth yeere of Our Ros, 


God ſaue the King. 
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